of Children who are Sexually Abused
know their Attacker

Whether you’re a Parent, Parent-to-be or Grandparent,
you have just taken the Ist step in protecting the special
child in your life. For more information, please visit our
website. And be sure to read up on our Aware-
ness/Prevention Workshops. Remember, the best way to
protect your child is to Learn as Much as You Can, Talk
to _your Child & Tell Others. —Susan Suafoa-Dinino,

President/Founder

1 out of 3 girls

will be Sexually Abused
by their 18th Birthday.

MASA (Mothers Against Sexual Abuse)
www.againstsexualabuse.org
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This book covers the disturbing issues of incest and child sexual
abuse, the greatest hidden epidemic in America. Readers will get
information on recognizing the signs and symptoms and what to
do if you learn your child has been sexually abused.
Understanding the quagmire of the judicial system is covered with
solid step-by-step advice. The book explains the difference in
family, juvenile and criminal courts; social service agencies, and
the guardian-ad-litem, and it prepares families that may find
themselves in this complicated and often confusing arena. The
sections about child molesters arms parents with knowledge to
protect their children. The book offers advice for adult survivors of
sexual abuse to help them reclaim their lives and move forward.
This book is a tremendous resource for parents, legal and
psychological professionals, and all adults who are concerned

about the health and safety of our children.

Childhood Should Not Hurt is a true gift for those of us marked
forever by the devastating stain of childhood sexual abuse. This
book focuses on a dark and ugly secret which the world still
refuses to face, that is the frequency of child sexual abuse.
Studies show that incest alone affects 100,000 children each
year. Even though the Equal Rights Movement of the 1980's
brought attention to human rights issues including child abuse, the
American legal system through its Family Reunification Mandate
(1985) continues to victimize our most precious and silent
citizens, our children. Claire Reeves, founder of Mothers Against
Sexual Abuse, has packed her well-written book with facts and
case studies. It is a must read as it boldly confronts the American
court's failure to protect our children from abuse. It teaches how to
recognize signs and symptoms of abuse and how to find help.
Thanks to Claire Reeves for helping to bring hope to survivors of

sexual abuse. -- Donna L. Friess

Spea Ring Out

against Child Sexual Abuse, Inc.
i (A Non-Profit Organization)

Susan Suafoa-Dinino

President/Founder

Tel: 225-330-2258
Email: susansd@speakingout-csa.com
Website: www.speakingout-csa.com
P.O. Box 5826
Oak Ridge, TN 37831

Child Safety
Begins at Home!

What
Every Parent
Should Know

SpeakingOut
agains¢
Child Sexual Abuse
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Child Sexual Abuse can happen
ANYWHERE

ANYTIME
TO ANY CHILD

1 Hope and Pray...

that your child is never faced with anything as devastating as
Sexual Abuse. Believe me, | know this is not something you
would like to think about. It's upsetting and disturbing to say
the least. You may be thinking...“This could never happen to my
child”. Unfortunately & as statistics show, Child Sexual Abuse
does happen & it happens often to countless numbers of chil-
dren... the most innocent and helpless of victims. | urge you to
think about this... these “statistics” are made up of real children
of all ages. As a Parent, | offer this advice...I) Never assume
that just because you know where your child is & who they
are with, that this could not happen to them. 2) Never as-
sume that if this happens or is happening to your child that
they will tell you.. Sexual Predators know how to silence chil-
dren. The truth is... Child Sexual Abuse is REAL. And as a
Parent, your understanding of this horrific crime is imperative

for your child’s safety. So What Can You Do...

1 out of 5 boys

will be Sexually Abused by their 18th Birthday
MASA (Mothers Against Sexual Abuse)
www.againstsexualabuse.org

1in 10 Homes
are involved in Child Sexual Abuse;
a Leading Cause of Child Prostitution
and Teen Suicide

What You €an Do...

1) Learn as much as you can...
The primary purpose of our Interactive Awareness/Prevention
Workshops is to help you learn as much as you can about this
horrible crime. We call our Workshops “A Safe Place” as that is
the goal... America; A Safe Place for Children. Knowledge
will help you feel empowered & give you the tools you need to
educate your own child. There are also lots of other resources
out there.. The 8 Topics of Discussion at our Workshops are...
) The Truth & Reality of Child Sexual Abuse 2) What Child
Sexual Abuse Is/Is Not 3) Signs/Symptoms of the Sexually Abused
Child 4) The Statistics 5) Information on the Abuser 6) Informa-
tion on “The System” 7) What every Parent Should Know and

8) Message of Hope for Child & Adult Survivors. Be sure to visit
www.speakingout-csa.com for more information.

2) Talk ¢to your €hild...

As Parents, we talk to our children about the importance of
education and the dangers of drugs & alcohol... just to name
a few. We even tell our little ones that no one should ever
touch their “private parts”. We like to think that if anyone
did touch them, they would tell us. After all, most younger
children cannot keep a secret, right? In addition, we teach
our children to “never talk to strangers”. The problem with
stopping there is that “95% of children who are Sexually
Abused know their attacker”. These Sexual Predators are
not strangers in most cases. | fear and am certain that by not
talking to children specifically about Sexual Abuse, Parents
may be unknowingly enabling their child to be “easy prey” for
many Sexual Predators. You cannot protect your child from
Sexual Abuse without talking to them about Incest, Molesta-
tion & Rape; at an age-appropriate level, of course. Children
need to know the dangers out there. They need to know
that if this happens or is happening to them that they can
come to you. They need to know that no matter who may
be doing this to them, that you will believe them. They need

to feel safe to “tell” on their Abuser. | want to stress again-
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* child, the more trusting. Abused children of all ages do
.

Estimated that a child is
Sexually Abused

EVERY 2 MINUTES

that most children are sexually abused & silenced by
someone they know and far too many are abused by
someone they love. A child is generally very trusting of
those in authority over them. This in turn makes a child
the most vulnerable of all victims. The younger the

keep this secret in most cases. Please understand this.

3) Tell Others...
The more Parents who are aware of the reality & possi-
bility of Child Sexual Abuse and the more children who
know about the dangers, the safer our children will be...
All Children. It’s time we send a message to those who
prey on innocent children by...

SpenkingOut against Child Sexual Abuse!

It is Not our Intent
to raise panic;
rather to
Raise
Awareness
in an effort to aid in
the Prevention

of this horrific crime
against children.

A N

If SpeakingOut

helps 1 child,
it will have been
worth the effort.




